the Year of Jubilee

Lev. 25:8-55

Introduction. : 
The Prophecy regarding the Messiah and Jubilee

1. The Prophecy of the Messiah’s 7-fold Proclamation:
Isa. 61:1-3

a. to preach good tidings unto the meek; 

b. he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

c. to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

d. to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, 

e. and the day of vengeance of our God; 

f. to comfort all that mourn;

g. to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,  the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
2. The Part of the Prophecy fulfilled by Jesus, the Messiah.
Lk. 4:17-20, 21

a. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

b. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me… to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

c. And he closed the book. 

Note: The omission of and the day of vengeance of our God… 


4:20, 21

The Principles Governing the Year of Jubilee:
· God is the Owner of the Land of Israel and the people living there are but its Occupants.
Lev. 25:23

· Their Occupation of the Land is not to be Exploited for their own Enrichment,

Either through the sale or Leasing of the Land


25:14-17

Or in the sale of Oneself as a slave or both – Oppression of one another is forbidden.

25:39-55

· The people are to Obey His commands and Trust Him. He will bless.

25:18, 19

· The Possession of the Land is not to be leased away in Perpetuity.

It can be Redeemed back through Regular procedures.


25:23-28

Likewise, a Hebrew slave can be Redeemed so that he might Return to his own Land. 
25:41, 48-55

A.
The Jubilee Proclamation 



Lev.  25:8-13


1. The Proclamation: The Year of Jubilee and Liberty (i.e. Release).
25:8-12

a. It was the 50th year – the year after seven sabbatical years, the year after the 49th year.
25:8, 9

b. A Year of Return to one’s possessions and family.

25:10, 13

i. Return of Hebrew family members sold out as slaves to the family.

ii. Restoration of all property (except those in walled cities, vv. 29, 30) to original owners.

c. A Year of Rest – no sowing, reaping or gathering.

25:11

The land was to enjoy a second straight year of rest being after the 49th year.
25:11, 12 cf. 4-7

d. A Year to Respect and obey God’s holy ordinance.

25:12

e. Looking forward to the Restitution of all things.

Acts 3:21

2. The Period of Proclamation:


25:9

a. The Day on the 10th of the 7th month.

25:9


Cf. The Day of Atonement on the 10th day of the 7th month.

23:27, 28

i. It is a Day of Fasting, Affliction and Atonement.

ii. The jubilee is based on the offering and Acceptance of the Atonement-day

b. The Day when the Trumpet shall sound.



25:9 


Cf. The Feast of Trumpets on the 1st day of the 7th month.



23:24


i. The Jubilee Joy of trumpets can only be based on the Acceptance of Atonement Day.

ii. The Celebration is the return of a New Cycle – a New Year based on the Passover.
 Cf. Exo. 12:2

iii. But Israel missed out on their Jubilee and will now have to wait for the Liberation of the Land.

· The Purpose of the Messiah’s Coming.
Isa. 61:1, 2a

· The People rejected the Messiah.
Jn. 19:15

· The Possession of the Land only when the trumpet sounds again.
Lk. 21:24; Rev. 11:2; Mt. 24:30, 31

B.
The Valuation of Property


Lev.  25:14-17
1. The Value of all things is based on the Proximity of the Year of Jubilee.

Cf. the Imminent Return of Christ and the value of earthly things.


Mt. 6:19-21

2. The Value of the people’s obedience is what they Place on the Person of God – how they fear Him.

Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.

And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.




Cf. Mal. 3:16-18

C.
The Bounty Promised



Lev.  25:18-24
1. The Blessings of the Land for those who obey His Laws.
25:18, 19; 26:3; Deut. 28:1, 2, 8, 13, 14
a. Safety from Enemies – freedom from War.
Cf. 26:6-9; Deut. 28:6, 7, 10

b. Satisfaction without Empty Stomachs – freedom from Wants.
Cf. 26:4-5,10; Deut. 28:3-5, 11, 12

2. The Bounty of the Land for those who Live by His promise.

25:20-22

a. The human Fear of the logical process – and if ye shall say…

25:20

b. The Forthcoming Divine Provision. – then I will command…

25:21

c. Then the Fruits our Portion – ye shall eat yet of the fruit until … her fruits
25:22

3. The Basic statement regarding God’s Land.

25:23, 24

a. The Tenure of the Land – the land shall not be sold forever.
25:23a

b. The Title of the Land belongs to God – for the land is Mine;
25:23b

c. The Tenants of the Land are Israel – and you are but aliens and my tenants.
25:23b, NIV

d. They must redeem any Leased Land – provide for the redemption of the land.
25:24, NIV

D.
The Redemption Provisions

Lev.  25:25-54
1. In the case of a poor Hebrew brother who has sold his possessions.
25:25-28

a. Redemption of his Property by his relative.
25:25

b. Redemption of his Possessions by himself.
25:26-27

i. Deduct the price based on the Period the Property is outside his possession.

ii. He is entitled to the Balance when getting Back his property.

c. Last Resort is the Return of his possessions in the Year of Jubilee.
25:28

2. In the case of a Dwelling House…
25:29-34

a. In a Walled City,
25:29, 30

i. If sold, it has to be Redeemed within a year.
25:29


ii. It Reverts to the possession of the buyer after that.
25:30a

iii. It will not be Released in the Year of Jubilee.
25:30b

· The House is Man-built, it Belongs to him

· The House is in a Walled-city Built by man for his safety.

· On the other hand, the Land belongs to God, and it will revert to Him. 
See below.

b. In an Unwalled Village.
25:31

i. It is to be Reckoned as belonging to the Land (Open Country, NIV)
25:31a

ii. It can be Redeemed and will be Released in the Year of Jubilee.
25:31b

iii. One future day God will have His Revenge on all who march 


against His people in unwalled villages.  
Eze. 38:1-11-13ff. 

c. Belonging to a Levite.

i. It can be Redeemed as it is in the City of the Levites.
25:32

ii. If not, it has to be Released in the Year of Jubilee: they own the Rights.
25:33

iii. The Levites’ Land.
25:34


· It is God’s Gift to them - it must never be sold.

· It is their Perpetual Possession.

3. In the case of a Poor Brother in Decay
25:35-38

a. Show Compassion to your Countryman in need
25:35, NIV

i. He has no means of Relief – [‘in decay’, trans. is unable to support himself, NIV]

ii. He may have no means of Redemption

· Host him as you would a Stranger or a Sojourner.
25:35

· Heap not interest on his loan and Sell not at a profit to him.
25:36, 37

b. Remember your Relationship with Jehovah.
25:38

i. Reflect this Relationship to others who worship other gods.


I am the LORD your God …
25:38a

ii. Be Generous to others – your prosperity is due to His Grace.


(I) brought you forth out of the land of Egypt… to give you the land
25:38b
iii. Render Help in Hope of the Jubilee to Restore all things.
25:39c 

…To be your God. Cf. they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: 


I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.
Zech. 13:9

4. In the case of the Poor Brother sold.
25:39-46

a. No poor Brother is to be a Bond-slave.
25:39-43

i. He is to serve as a hired Servant or a Sojourner.
25:40

· There is a Limit of six years to his service.
Exo. 21:2

· Or Liberty for him and family in the year of Jubilee.
25:40, 41

ii. He was freed from Slavery in Egypt; He is now God’s Servant.
25:42

iii. Do nor be Ruthless with him, but Revere your God.
25:43, 46b, NIV

b. Buy only Bond-slaves not from the Brotherhood.
25:44-46

i. They will be your Purchased Possessions.
25:44, 45

ii. They will be your Possession in Perpetuity.
25:46

iii. They will be Present to serve during the Millennial Period.


· Isa. 14:1
For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel and set them in their 

own land: and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob.

· Isa. 60:10 
And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: 


for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.
· Isa. 61:5 
And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your 


plowmen and your vinedressers.

5. In the case of the Poor Brother Selling himself.
25:47-54

a. The Sorry State of the poor brother – 
25:47


Selling himself as Slave to a rich Stranger because of poverty.

b. The Solace he can take comfort in – hoping to be Redeemed
25:48

c. The Story of Redemption:

i. He can be Redeemed by a Relative or by himself, if he is able
25:49 cf. Psa. 49:6-8
ii. The price of Redemption is Reckoned on…
25:50-53

· The Remaining years to Jubilee – it increases or decreases accordingly.

· The Rate paid to a hired man for the period of service.

iii. No Ruthless treatment if he fails to be Redeemed and continues in yearly service.


iv. But he will be Released in the Year of Jubilee 

Conclusion:

E.
Personal reminder to israel

Lev.  25:55
1. Israel’s Relationship with Jehovah – they are My servants.

25:55

2. Israel’s Redemption – whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt
3. Israel’s Reverence of Jehovah – I am the LORD your God
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deut. 6:4, 5

